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"My name is Ryder Bates, and I was the chief sound board operator and 
sound designer for Pella High School’s production of The Addams Family: A 
New Musical Comedy.  

Putting on this production took a lot of planning and creativity. During the 
early parts of our rehearsal schedule I focused on learning the actors’ 
entrances, exits, and lines. I also made sure to read through the script, write 
down notes and find all the sound effects that were needed, as well as some 
extra places where I thought sound effects could be added to improve the 
musical. I then began to focus on gain and EQ for all the actors’ 
microphones, making sure that we were getting the best tone quality 
possible. We ran into a problem when it came to the ancestor characters, 
because there were so many of them and we didn’t have enough 
microphones for all of them. To fix this, we suspended a metal pole with four 
VP88 Shure microphones above the stage and hid it with a border so that we 
could pick up the ancestors’ voices when they had lines.  

One of my favorite parts of running sound for the musical came with the 
sound effects. Not only did I find and edit sound effects from the internet, 
but I also came up with my own effects and recorded them with a custom set 
up that I put together in our school auditorium. My favorite sound effect that 
I recorded was a neck snap that I thought we should add when Wednesday 
Addams snaps a birds neck in the middle of her song “Pulled”. I 
accomplished this sound by snapping a handful of dry spaghetti noodles."
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