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Biography
Steve Winter has been stalked by jaguars in Brazil, charged by a 

grizzly in Siberia, and trapped in quicksand in the world's largest 

tiger reserve in Myanmar. He's flown over erupting volcanoes and 

visited isolated villages where residents had never before seen a 

blond foreigner—or a camera.

Growing up in Indiana, Winter dreamed of traveling the world as 

a photographer for National Geographic. His first camera was a 

gift from his father on his seventh birthday. Over the next few 

years, Winter's dad taught him the basics of photography.

After graduating from the Academy of Art and the University of 

San Francisco, Winter signed on as a photojournalist for Black 

Star Photo Agency. In 1991, Winter began shooting for the 

National Geographic Society. He has covered many subjects for 

National Geographic magazine, including Cuba, Russia's giant 

Kamchatka bears, tigers in Myanmar's Hukawng Valley, and life 

along Myanmar's Irrawaddy River.

Winter lives with his wife, son, and pets in New Jersey.

On the Trail of Big Cats
Journey around the world in search of big cats with 

award-winning National Geographic photographer 

Steve Winter. Follow his trail from the Asian jungles 

where resilient tiger populations persist, to the 

Himalaya, home of the rare snow leopard. Visit the 

rainforests of Latin America to view the elusive 

jaguar—and Hollywood in pursuit of the American 

cougar. Students will leave inspired by the beauty of 

big cats and empowered to help save them.  

Themes: wildlife, conservation, habitat, photography
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https://www.nationalgeographic.org/topics/resource-library-storytelling-and-photography/?q=&page=1&per_page=25

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/projects/big-cats-initiative/

http://media.nationalgeographic.org/assets/file/student_matinee_worksheet.pdf

Inquiry Guide
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Enduring Understandings
• All discovery begins with curiosity.

• The process of documenting and communicating about the study or exploration undertaken is important for 
National Geographic explorers.

• The act of storytelling and providing visual information about their work helps others to understand and be 
activated to engage in the issue.

Compelling Questions

Explorations 
Why do people explore the world? Would you want to be an explorer? Why or why not? 

How does learning about the past help us understand our present? Our future? 

Being curious is the most important part of being a scientist, anthropologist, photographer or explorer. What are you 

curious about? 

Telling a good story is an important part of getting others to empathize, understand or take action about any topic. 

What are the characteristics of a good story/storyteller? What issues do you care about? What personal stories do 

you have that might inspire others to care about that issue too? 

Problems inevitably surface whether you are in the jungle, in space or in the classroom. What were some of the 

problems that the speaker faced? What were their solutions? What are some of the barriers you have in working on 

an issue you care about? What do you do or what could you do to work past them?  

Use the Explorer Comparisons sheet (click here) to consider the characteristics of an explorer, like Steve Winter, 

and how others (even you!) can exemplify these same traits.

Explore this resource (click here) on story-telling and photography

Big Cat Habitat
We have a responsibility to consider animals’ habitats when constructing human infrastructure and development. 

Agree or Disagree? 

Use evidence from Steve Winter’s lecture and from the National Geographic Big Cats Initiative (click here) to 

support your response. 

Check out National Geographic Live’s Educator Resources linked here: 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/media/steve-winter/

for maps, videos, infographics, mummy facts and links to prepare students to attend and give 

them deeper connections post-show.


